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Memories of the JSPS Center in Cairo

The JSPS center in Cairo has a long history tied to the JSPS center in Tehran and Ankara. 2015 marks the
50" anniversary of the establishment of the Tehran center. In the messages from former directors of the
JSPS Cairo center, we see that taking care of the Cairo center over these thirty years has been a collaborative
effort by the local Egyptians and the Japanese visitors to their country. To create this booklet, we asked
former directors to share their memories and gathered writings from many people affiliated with the center
over the years. Here not only the Cairo center but also the Tehran center and the Ankara center are dealt
with.

Prof. Kamioka, who worked at the JSPS Tehran center and was present for its official closing,
wrote about his experiences there. Prof. Odani, who had also lived at the center, lent us some very important
photos of researchers in the old days. Prof. Horikawa, who worked at the JSPS Ankara center wrote about
his daily life in Turkey at that time.

The study groups at the Cairo center were mainly run by younger researchers who have kindly
written about how those groups got started and their cherished memories of them. Currently, there are no
study groups at the Cairo center. Due to harsh conditions in the Middle East, there are now very few
exchange students from Japan. We hope to someday resume the study groups.

Several previous directors mentioned Mr. Noboru Suzuki, who lived in Cairo for quite a long time.
A picture of him enjoying a beer hangs in the Cairo center. He was a crucial figure in the history of the
center, so two of his associates have taken up the task of writing about his time at the center.

And several noted scholars who once lived in Cairo as foreign exchange students also wrote about
their recollections from that time.

1. The Japanese Institute of West Asian Studies

At the Tehran Center
Nakao Odani (Professor Emeritus, University of Toyama)

In October 1966 when | was living at the JSPS Tehran center, the Shah of Iran, intending to show the
enduring strength of the Iranian monarchy, held a celebration marking the 2500" year of the Persian Empire.
He invited many world-renowned Iranologists to the event, including Prof. Atsuuji Ashikaga, Prof. Reiichi
Gamo, and Prof. Namio Egami from Japan. While in Tehran, these researchers visited the JSPS Tehran
center. A keepsake photo was taken with my camera using a tripod and a timer on the verandah of the
Tehran center. Shown in the photo are, from the left, Prof. Ashikaga, Prof. Gamo, Prof. Egami, staff
members at the center, Prof. Ohno, Mr. H. Fultan, and I, Nakao Odani. All the people in the photo are
deceased, except me. So my heart is filled with deep emotion when I see this picture. > See plate on p.100
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The Tehran Center
Koji Kamioka (Professor Emeritus, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

The JSPS Tehran center was established in 1966 and was closed in 1981 with the onset of the Iran-lraq War.
The center was located at 20 Kuche-ye Chaharom, Khiyaban-e Villa, Tehran 15 (Tel. 894968, 894969).
After the Iranian Revolution of 1979, all the streets were renamed after people who had died in the
revolution. The street is now known as Kuche-ye Panahi, Khiyaban-e Nejatollahi. However, the name Villa
is still quite familiar to taxi drivers. The building was located at the end of a sedate alleyway with many
plants, not far from Tehran University.

According to the listings of Japanese staff assigned to JSPS international centers, the first person
posted in Tehran was Prof. Morio Ohno (Institute of Oriental Culture, the University of Tokyo), who lived
in Tehran from 16™ March to 4™ December 1966. After that, there was essentially always at least one
Japanese researcher stationed at the Tehran center. Their main responsibilities were to collect information
from Iranian academic institutions, collaborate with Iranian researchers, support visiting Japanese
researchers, house survey equipment, and occasionally provide accommodations for visitors. I imagine the
nature of the services offered varied with the need. And the people appointed as directors of the center had
different fields of specialization that changed from year to year, History, then Archaeology, then Area
Studies, and so on. It should be noted that these research exchange assignments were limited to one year.
There were occasional problems, but the Tehran center was an important source of information and a place
to relax in Tehran.

The last director of the Tehran center was me. | would like to share a few of my memories. |
arrived in Tehran on 17" March 1980. | was an Iranian studies specialist who had lived through the Iranian
Revolution. | was successor to Prof. Ohno who had held the director’s position the longest, nearly two years,
from 1% May 1978 to 31% March 1980. On 22" September 1980, the Iran-Iraq war commenced with Iraqi
forces bombing Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport. After fleeing to Istanbul by bus in a state of confusion, I went
home to Japan for a while. At the end of March 1981, | flew back to Tehran via Frankfurt on Lufthanza,
which was the only airline offering service to Tehran at that time. | did everything possible to close down
the Tehran center without incident, and went back to Japan on 24™ May. The reasons for the closure were
the unstable conditions inside Iran and the inability to transfer funds in or out of the country. Objectively
speaking, closing the Tehran Office center was the only option.

I would like to thank the following people: Japanese Embassy in Iran Counselor Kunio Katakura
for his assistance, all the Iranian friends | once knew, the Tehran center’s long-serving administrative
assistant Mr. Hosein Forutan, and the JSPS for providing him with a special retirement allowance. The
heavy restrictions on traffic and extreme shortage of petrol at that time left the sky of Tehran quite serene,
with Mount Demavand (5671m), known by the local Japanese nationals as Iran’s Mount Fuji, always clearly
visible. In Japan, some say that people with blood type B, like myself, are strong in a crisis. As | reach my
seventy-seventh birthday, I am now very grateful to have witnessed firsthand these era-defining major
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events in modern Iranian history, and to have followed in the footsteps of my predecessor, Prof. Ohno.

The Ankara Center
Toru Horikawa (Professor, Kyoto University of Foreign Studies)

In March 1983, I moved, with my wife and two children, to Turkey to work at the JSPS Ankara center.

I had heard that the late Prof. Masao Mori had worked hard to establish the Ankara center due to
the closure of the Tehran center in 1981. According to the documents, Mr. Hiroshi Umemura from the Toyo
Bunko Library was there in January 1982, Prof. Mori in March, and Mr. Hisao Komatsu in April. The
Ankara center was established through the efforts of these three people. The location of the center changed
more than once, but there was always someone acting as the director of the JSPS Ankara center. Mr.
Umemura and Prof. Mori returned to Japan in March 1982. Mr. Komatsu stayed on until March 1983. |
succeeded Mr. Komatsu, and stayed there for around one year, until March 1984.

In addition to my research, | was tasked with liaising between Turkey and Japan for joint research
projects. The owner of the Asagl Ayranci (Lower Ayranct) apartment | had inherited from Mr. Komatsu was
about to return, so | had to move to Yukari Ayranci (Upper Ayranci ) with all the furniture, which meant
that the JSPS Ankara center was also relocating to Upper Ayranci. The owner was the relative of the late
Prof. Pulat Otkan in the department of Japanese Language at Ankara University, who helped me out
numerous times and made the remainder of my stay very comfortable. When | now look over the periodic
reports | sent to the JSPS headquarters, my responsibilities included collecting information about academic
institutions in and around Turkey, interacting with Turkish researchers, assisting visiting researchers from
Japan, and helping out Japanese students in Turkey.

I most enjoyed talking with visiting researchers from Japan, such as the late Mr. Kokichi Hinata of
Tohoku University who came to study canola flowers and left a deep impression on me. Mr. Hinata had
surmised the point of origin for flowering canola plants to be Anatolia, and visited to confirm that. The first
thing he said was “l was so impressed seeing the bright yellow flowers through my window as we flew in”.
Canola plants have many rare variants in this area, so if Anatolia wasn’t their exact point of origin, it was
surely a secondary point of diversification. He explained that canola plants spread across Asia from Anatolia
to become the komatsuna plants (a species of cruciferae) found in Japan since the Edo era. | also helped Mr.
Sueo Yoshiyuki conduct a group survey of watermills. | clearly remember being very impressed the first
time | saw a horizontally rotating watermill. Mr. Akinobu Terasaka from Ryutsu Keizai University was a
member of the last of the research group | dealt with. That led to me joining a geographical survey team
supervised by Mr. Terasaka in various parts of Turkey from 1987.

Mr. Wataru Miki from the TUFS Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and
Africa, and old friend Mr. Yuzo Nagata came to my apartment for a lovely dinner. This became a common
occurrence. Turkish researchers and other neighbors would join for a meal at my increasingly popular home.
One Sunday afternoon, Mr. Nagata dropped by unexpectedly with the previously mentioned Mr. Otkan.
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They brought me a pike they had just caught while fishing. It was quite challenging cleaning the
fish with only the cleaver | had in my apartment. Another time, | had trouble using that same cleaver to
prepare an eel | bought at a store. | couldn’t cut through its hard skin. I finally managed to cut the eel into
round slices, and remove the bones with the back side of the cleaver. To reduce the odor, | steamed and
broiled it, like they do in the Kanto area. My friends liked the taste of the eel, so | gave it to a Japanese
friend who was feeling homesick. “This is the real thing”, he said, recovering soon thereafter. Once, | visited
an old friend who had been doing research in Turkey for a very long time. | brought him special foods
traditionally eaten in Japan on New Years Day and served in a traditional Japanese jubako box designed for
presenting food. He was delighted, and the jubako box ended up being a useful item in Turkey. Whenever
we invited guests over, we put out appetizers in this jubako box in the center of the table. Our Turkish guests
were interested with how the boxes easily expanded into three tiers. | know it was especially popular with
our Turkish guests because my wife joined in the conversation at the table and never left.

Perhaps I’ve rambled on too long, but my year in Turkey was a very valuable experience that has
stimulated my research activities since. It was also a priceless experience for my family. 1 would like to
express my sincere gratitude once again to the JSPS and to the late Prof. Masao Mori for giving me this
chance.

2. Study Groups Presented at the JSPS Cairo Center

The Cairo center served as a meeting place and as a source of information. It was like a library for Japanese
exchange students and researchers in Egypt, who were mainly specialists in the humanities. To provide more
opportunities for students to meet, a series of text readings and research presentations was gradually
introduced at the Cairo center. There are two types of events held at the Cairo center. One is periodic
lectures, including konwakai (open lectures) and gendai chuto kenkyukai (lectures on the modern Middle
East). The other is independent study groups for students and young researchers living in Egypt. | will
explain about the independent study groups.

Starting around the year 2000, a variety of independent study groups were established. These
included 1) the Arabic Manuscript Study Group, which was mainly comprised of students of history and
philosophy, formed in 2001; 2) the Middle East Historical Studies Group, formed in around 2002; 3) the
Appreciation of Modern Middle East Historical Sources Group, also formed in around 2002; 4) the
Bookshops of Cairo Research Group, formed in 2003; 5) the Cairo Gender Studies Group, which was
mainly students of sociology and anthropology and ran from 2003 to 2005; 6) the Modern Middle East and
Islamic World Field Studies Group, which also ran from 2003 to 2005; 7) the Student Interaction Group,
formed in 2009; and finally 8) the Arabic Calligraphy Study Group. Some of these study groups published
their findings, and some established formal associations.

Here are some of the memories of these groups shared by people involved with them.
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The Arabic Manuscript Study Group: Manuscript Reading with Madame. Nagwa
Nobutaka Nakamachi (Professor, Konan University)

I was introduced to Prof. Madame Mustafa Kamil in the spring in 2001 by Mr. Masatoshi Kisaichi, who was
doing research work in Cairo and mentioned that Madame Nagwa would be a good teacher for manuscript
reading. Prof. Nagwa was a researcher at the Egyptian National Library and Archives (aka Dar al Kutb). |
learned that when Mr. Tadayoshi Kikuchi had served as director of the Cairo center, Madame Nagwa had
given him instruction in reading Arabic manuscripts. When | heard this, | created the Arabic Manuscript
study group with Japanese exchange students Mr. Yutaka Yanaginuma and Mr. Masami Nishino.

Madame Nagwa’s lessons were held once a week in a room at the Cairo center. | don’t remember
exactly when the first meeting was, but we began with “lIgd al Juman” by al*Ayni as our reading material.
We used a copy | had made from the Suleymaniyeh Library in Istanbul. And we cross-referenced that with
another copy from the Egyptian National Library’s microfilm collection. Madame Nagwa kindly provided
us with free copies of the National Library version. It was, however, not the best quality and difficult to read.
So we gradually came to rely on the Suleymaniyeh version. When Madame Nagwa heard about this, she
smiled with delight and said “you find that hawaga writing easy to read?” Madame Nagwa was using a
derisive Egyptian word for foreigners in reference to a manuscript written in the Ottoman era. The
Suleymaniyeh version was written in the 18" century, and the National Library version was written in the
author’s own hand in the 15" century. Back then, | wasn’t concerned with such matters.

Although I always kept digital copies of both texts and my notes, Madame Nagwa recommended |
keep hand-written copies as well. She mentioned this at first, but didn’t comment on the matter again. When
my computer was stolen, | lost some of my notes. | regretted not taking his advice, but it was too late.

The second half of my exchange student days in Egypt were focused on the “Madame Nagwa
meetings”. When | came back to Japan, | was happy to hear these meetings would continue. | once attended
one of these “Madame Nagwa meetings” that was for junior researchers. | handed Madame Nagwa a
recently published article of mine in English, expecting praise in response. She briefly said some nice things
about my article and then turned to me and said, “Nobutaka-san, you’re researching Egyptian history. You
should write in Arabic.” | remember being embarrassed not to have lived up to her expectations.

The Cairo Gender Studies Group
Junko Toriyama (Research Fellowship for Young Scientists, J. F. Oberlin University)

The Cairo Gender Studies Group was started in 2003, under Cairo center director Ms. Fumiko Hirano. The
main members at that time were Ms. Emi Goto, Ms. Mio Chiyozaki, Ms. Junko Karasuyama, Ms. Hiroko
Minezaki, and Ms. Asako Miyahara. These women were living in Cairo as foreign exchange students,

administrative assistants, and spouses, and used the opportunity to exchange information about research and
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daily life at the Cairo center. These meetings eventually became the Gender Studies Group. Some years
earlier, the American University in Cairo had established the Institute for Gender and Women’s Studies,
(later renamed the Cynthia Nelson Institute for Gender and Women’s Studies). Gender was widely
recognized as a great new field in Middle Eastern studies. Outside the Cairo center, women were more often
wearing veils and covering their bodies. We believed that gender studies was an effective and necessary tool
to better understand the changes happening at that time.

We convened the study group once or twice in a week. They typically included research
presentations and text readings (in Japanese, English, and Arabic). Next, we began work on a Japanese
translation of “Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East” (1998. L. Abu-Lughod ed.
Princeton University Press) which we had already read in our study group under the direction of Prof. Haruo
Kobayashi. Our Japanese translation was published in 2009 by Akashi Shoten ( [ % >< V)2 5] &
W) BB —HHIZEBIT D 7 = I = X A & UM % See plate on page 27).

This study group was very important to my continued research, because we shared in common the
experience of living in Cairo from the early to mid-2000s, and because we were able to discuss gender
issues academically with researchers from our peer group. Words can only describe personal experiences so
well. But by sharing our experiences, we could sympathize and be inspired by one another. We formed close
bonds by speaking frankly and critically about our discoveries. My experiences with our gender studies
group have become foundational to my research even now, both in the academic pursuits and human
interactions.

2004 Bookshop Guide in Cairo Project
Takahiro Harayama (Toyo Bunko)

Time flies so quickly, and ten years or more have passed since we worked on the revised version of
Bookshop Guide in Cairo.

In those days, we Japanese graduate students studying in Cairo often heard that some appreciable
results of the activities of the JSPS Cairo Research Station were required. We were in debt to the research
station at that time for its help. So we discussed what we could do for it, and then made this bookshop guide
project one of the JSPS Cairo Research Station’s activities which would succeed because of our efforts. At
first, we thought this project was just visits to the bookshops whose names Kumiko Izumisawa noted in her
article “Bookshop and Library Guide for Searching Books in Cairo”. But the plan grew larger, and finally it
was decided that we should collect information on all the bookshops in Cairo as far as possible. We might
have put our feet in it with our decision to visit every bookshop door-to-door and get information from it.
But cold drinks like sobia or asab were so delicious when we walked around the city in the summer
researching bookstores. Editorial work like arranging information in order and editing maps increased my
shisha smoking, but that is now a nostalgic memory. | think publishing and bookstores in Cairo have
changed significantly, but | hope this guidebook still helps.
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The Modern Middle East and Islamic World Field Studies Group
Daisuke Maruyama (Associate professor, National Defense Academy of Japan)

It was around mid-December of 2004 when | took a break from pursuing my master’s degree to visit Cairo.
With Mr. Kazuhiro Arai from Kyoto University Graduate School and Mr. Takenori Yoshimura from
Waseda University Graduate School, we excitedly discussed being able to hold a study group for young
researchers at the Cairo center.

We decided on the name “Modern Middle East and Islamic World Field Studies Group” (or “Field
Studies Group” for short). As indicated by the long name, the group wasn’t restricted to a particular field or
subject of research. It brought together graduate students and young researchers for free discussion and
exchange of opinions and information. | remember our founding members hoped that all researchers who
visited Cairo would feel free to join us for earnest debates.

With the support and encouragement of Cairo center director Haruo Kobayashi (Tokyo Gakugei
University) we managed to hold our first meeting on 14" January 2005. We only got together eight times in
Cairo, but after returning to Japan the members found a new home for this group in Kyoto, where its
activities continue to this day. Please refer to this web site, which also covers our time in Cairo.
(https://sites.google.com/site/islamfield/)

In January 2015, I visited the Cairo center again for the first time in ten years. My head was full of
memories as | bowed to bawab, entered the dark entrance hall with the high ceiling, climbed the steps, and
was warmly received as a visitor. When | looked toward the back room where we once held meetings, |
remembered how little I knew about research back then, and wondered how I’ve managed to succeed these
past ten years. | feel the Cairo center was probably the starting point of my research career.

The center taught me about the difficulty and importance of group study. I hope it will live on and
prosper as a gathering place for researchers to exchange views. *k See plates on page 106.

The Student Interaction Group
Asami Kataoka (Completed Master’s degree in Waseda University)

I arrived in Egypt as a student in January 2009, tightly grasping my notebook with the address of the Cairo
center written inside. A kind soul invited me into the quiet living quarters in a building in the Zamalek
district of Cairo. The cold of a Cairene winter was the first nugget of knowledge | would come to understand
only by living in Cairo and through my encounters at the Cairo center. The Student Interaction Group for
Egyptian and Japanese students that was established through our interactions at the Cairo center lives on
today as the Japan-Egypt Network Youth group in Cairo.

When | was assisting with the Cairo center’s periodic lectures, | had the chance to speak with

Egyptian students from the Japanese Language Department at Cairo University. It was a rare chance for
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Japanese nationals studying Egypt and Egyptian nationals studying Japan to meet and interact. | thought this
was a perfect chance for Egyptian and Japanese students to learn more about each other’s countries. |
wanted to create a place where | could help and hear the opinions of Egyptian students interested in Japan.
With these goals in mind, | set out to establish a regular group meeting.

With the help of the Cairo center, we created the Student Interaction Group. The center’s director
Prof. Oishi kindly provided a place for our group meetings and space for our pamphlets at the reception area.
Attendance varied at first, sometimes thirty or more people, other times only two or three. Over time,
members started to propose activities and some Egyptian members helped manage the group. Meetings grew
to include things besides research presentations, such as Egyptian music and Japanese martial arts. These
interactions helped us better understand one another.

As membership increased, the Student Interaction Group meetings were relocated to the Japan
Foundation in Cairo, and renamed the Japan-Egypt Network Youth group. Its activities continue today, with
largely Egyptian student membership. Many current members may not realize the group was started a few
Japanese students in Egypt. But I will never forget those early days of trial and error, just a few of us sorting
out our activities in that room at the Cairo center.

I want to express my appreciation for the Cairo center, and my hope that it will continue to
facilitate interactions between Japanese and Egyptian students and researchers, serving as a place for people

to come together and learn from one another. *k See plates on page 107.

3. Footprints: Memories of Mr. Suzuki and Studying in Egypt

‘Abd al-Rahman Noboru SUZUKI  (Job: “Arabic Speaker”)
Manami Kondo (Associate Professor, Ryukoku University)

On the occasion of the 30" anniversary of the JSPS Cairo center, | also heard stories about Suzuki from
people who used to visit the center, where he would take good care of them. But I’m glad that, even after his
death, people associated with the center still remember his name. I’m sure there many people who knew him
better than I, through their experiences with him and the center. Even now he’s saying from his grave:
“That’s not so. You can’t just write whatever you want.” So please forgive me.

He was a lively personality, but I remember him sitting crossed-legged behind a big desk quietly
reading a book or using his computer. Behind him, books were stacked on shelves up to the ceiling. The
walls in every room, and the hallways as well, were lined with shelves filled with books from his frequent
bookshop visits. He also went to the International Book Fair every year. The director of the center and
young researchers would gather at the center and take separate cars to the fair. Suzuki would make several
trips to the book fair over the course of a few days. He took me there with him once. Booksellers from Egypt
and abroad gather at this fair, so it’s an amazing opportunity for a researcher. | remember how he helped
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me.out once when | had bought all the books | wanted, but had no idea how to carry them all. I’ve heard
that group trips to the book fair have now become a tradition.

One thing he always said was that experiences are what matter. It seems he had had many good
experiences in Egypt. One of those was surely going to the book fair with everyone. Another would have
been the people and the knowledge he experienced at the JSPS regular lectures. | attended many of these
meetings and remember seeing the fliers for those events on the door of his fridge. His philosophy seemed to
be “live and let live”, letting everyone say and do what they like. He himself also had many things to say,
sometimes even during the open lectures. He had a loud voice, and that was an issue for some people, but |
certainly don’t think it was the whole story. On behalf of Suzuki, I would like to thank the JSPS center. |
pray that the center will continue thriving as a place for positive experiences. >k See plate on page 108.

Remembering My Days with Mr. Suzuki
Wakako Kumakura (Researcher, University of Tokyo)

Mr. Abdul-Rahman Suzuki Noboru is a recently deceased Japanese national who lived in Cairo for more
than four decades. Having taken on an Arabic name, he worked as a journalist, the owner of a used
bookshop, and sometimes as an Arabic language instructor at Japanese schools. So, he actually had many
faces and took on many tasks. These allowed him to interact with people of different fields and different
generations. Every visitor to Suzuki’s home became a guest at a banquet.

There are a lot of people who knew Suzuki better than I, which makes writing about him here quite a
challenge. Still, I welcome the chance to tell you about him as a way of repaying his many kindnesses
toward me. So, | will start from my first encounter with Suzuki, when | was a Japanese student who had
come to study in Cairo.

The first time 1 met Suzuki was in 2003, at the Cairo International Book Fair. |1 was in the first
year of graduate school and it was my first time visiting Egypt alone. Although | had studied basic Arabic at
university, | wasn’t conversant in the language. | remember somehow managing to reach my destination
anyway. But, | soon realized that | would have to locate history books among the countless volumes before
me, and | had a very limited amount of time.

I then saw a Japanese-looking guy speaking fluent Arabic with an Egyptian. He was my beacon of
hope amid a sea of Arabic. | approached him and asked “Are you Japanese?” and then continued “I can read
Arabic but | can't speak it. Could you please ask that bookseller for me if he has the book I’m looking for?”
He got slightly testy and replied “Are you asking people for favors without even introducing yourself first?”
I never expected that turn of events. Surely, |1 was the one who should have been angry at his criticizing me
without even giving me the chance to explain myself. He then walked away. That encounter, and my ire
toward him, stayed with me for several days. Eventually, however, after a good amount of self-reflection, |

realized he was right.
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Just shortly before I was to return to Japan, | heard about the open lectures offered at the JSPS
center, and attended one for the first time. When | went to the center, | figured the guy | had encountered at
the bookseller’s might be there. Sure enough, the minute he saw me there, he came over to me. | apologized
for my rudeness the previous day, introduced myself all over again, and tried to explain what | was thinking
at the time. The man’s expression quickly became a friendly one, as he said, “My name is Suzuki.” He
started explaining why he raised his voice in anger. First of all, in Egypt you start by greeting someone,
saying “Al-Salamu Alaykum (May peace be upon you)”, you ask about their health, and then you ask if
there’s anything new with their family. Only after that brief conversation do you move on to the main point.
So coming up to someone and asking them for a favor without greeting them or even introducing yourself is
both rude and puzzling. Secondly, if you can actually read Arabic, you can also speak and write Arabic. So,
if you’re not applying that knowledge, it’s doubtful whether you can really read Arabic at all. With no
grounds for rebuttal, 1 had no choice but to concede. We shook hands in reconciliation, and I returned to
Japan wiser for the experience. That was my first encounter with Mr. Suzuki.

Later, | was fortunate enough to study at Cairo University, living in Cairo from 2005 to 2007.
Over those two years, | greeted new arrivals and saw off students who were returning to Japan. Mr. Suzuki
was always there for such occasions. Suzuki would always invite students to his home for farewell parties
the night before they left the country. There, he would display his cooking skills, preparing them luxurious
feasts. One time, the main guest requested the cuisine of the Abbasid Caliphate in the Middle Ages. Suzuki
found a book about the food of that time, and turned one of its recipes into an amazing meal.

But it wasn’t just these special events. Students would gather at Suzuki’s home every day, and talk
with him into the night as he drank his trademark Old Parr scotch whisky. The walls at Suzuki’s house were
covered with bookshelves full of Arabic books on every topic from history to the problems of modern
society. He was also quite dedicated to making scrapbooks of newspaper clippings. | remember looking
through them as | listened to Suzuki talk about his problems.

I think every student stayed in contact with Suzuki, even after they finished their studies. There
were seniors coming for short-term research who fell into the habit of drinking with him from day one. I, too,
when visiting Egypt for research would say to him ever so selfishly, “Today let’s have Chinese food.” And
like every other day, | would be treated to dinner at his home. Even in the intense heat of the summer, |
would finish work at the archives and climb those dark stairs to his shaqga apartment. As soon as | rang the
doorbell, I would hear his cheerful voice, “Coming”. | still vividly recall him standing in the kitchen saying:
“It’s so hot in here, but I can’t help it,” while cooking up the Chinese-style stir-fried vegetables | had
requested. After eating, | would tell him about the discoveries | had made that day at the archives, and take
in his comments over Stella Artois beer.

When | think about it, every time I look back on my research in Cairo, Suzuki comes to mind. And
not just because of his words of encouragement or strong personality. He was the mediator of a network of
students studying abroad, professors, and some people not doing any research. After he passed away, | was
apprehensive about visiting a Cairo in which Suzuki was no longer a presence.
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I think I didn’t want to accept the fact that he was gone. And there many people who feel the same. But, |
gradually overcame that feeling of loss and have since discussed my memories of him over sake and snacks.

He still, to this day, connects all of us together in Cairo.

Memories of my Youth in Cairo
Yasushi Tonaga (Professor, Kyoto University)

I spent my late twenties in Cairo, from 1986 to 1988. Before coming to Egypt, | felt my research on Islam
was stagnating. | had even thought about quitting. But after living in Cairo, and interacting with Egyptian
people, their enthusiasm changed my outlook.

Actually living among those good people definitely taught me a lot about Islam and motivated me
to continue my research.

At that time, there were a lot of students from Japan breathing in the air of Egypt. Including
students from major universities like Mr. liuzuka, now a professor at the Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies; Mr. Nakata, now a professor at Doshisha University; Mr. Akahori, now a Sophia University
professor; and also Mr. Hasabe, now a professor at Keio University.

The monthly lectures at the JSPS Cairo center gave me a regular opportunity to meet with these
future professors. The organizers of this club were Dr. Kazuo Otsuka and Dr. Hanada. It was so much fun to
hear about the progress our friends had made in their research, and also to have a Japanese meal after
finishing the discussion.

I usually spent summer in Istanbul, Turkey. It’s been a very long time since | last visited Egypt. But
honestly, Cairo is where | grew up and is my second home. That's why every time | visit Cairo, | feel young
again. See plates on page 111.

*k Affiliation in Egypt at that time: Asian Studies Scholarship student of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Japan

*k Affiliation in Japan at that time: Doctoral student, Graduate School of Humanities the University of Tokyo

With 28 years of Gratitude for the JSPS Cairo Center
Masayuki Akahori (Professor, Sophia University)

It was difficult to get rice in Cairo, and basic infrastructure like water and electric was sub-standard. But my
time there was mostly relaxed. There were many Japanese students in Egypt when | went there as a student.
Mr. Yasushi Tonaga and Mr. Ko Nakata were already living there. Mr. Fumihiko Hasebe came later the
same year, and Mr. Tetsuya Otoshi came the following year. Mr. Masato lizuka served as a Special
Researcher at the Japanese Embassy in Egypt. There were also many long-term resident Japanese
archaeology students, like Mr. So Hasegawa. Tokyo University of Foreign Studies undergraduate students
who wanted to study Arabic would also go to Egypt.

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait began in 1990. There were many refugees from Kuwait in urban areas.
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There were also some Japanese refugees from Jordan in Cairo at the end of that year. When the Gulf War
began in January 1991, the Japanese Embassy warned Japanese nationals to leave the region. My study in
Egypt was abruptly cut short, but was already longer than expected. | had been living there more than three
years, after extending my original plan of two.

At that time, the JSPS Cairo center served as both the business office and the residence of the
director. The director changed annually, sometimes bringing along their family, sometimes not. When |
arrived in Cairo, the director was Prof. Otsuka. He made a point of coming out to meet me at the airport,
which was quite pampering. He held a welcoming party for me that night. Although I was staying at a
lodging only three minutes away from the Cairo center, | nevertheless somehow managed to get lost in the
darkness. During my stay in Egypt, there were three different directors of the Cairo center, Prof. Nariaki
Hanada, Prof. Shigeru Kamada, and Prof. Keiji Okazaki. As the base of my research work shifted from
Cairo to Alexandria, I moved to far away Marsa Matruf in the villages of Egypt’s Western Desert. | couldn’t
visit the center as often, but each time | did, the current director had made noticeable improvements to the
center. Whenever | visited Egypt afterward, | would drop by the center at least once, and the current director
would always take good care of me.

On the other hand, Sophia University then established their Cairo Research Center, borrowing space
from the JSPS Cairo center. This was in response to the Japanese government’s Reorganization and
Rationalization Plan for Special Public Institutions, which called for the termination of the JSPS centers in
Cairo and Nairobi. It is already in the past, but the JSPS Cairo center was in danger of being closed. The
Japan Association for Middle East Studies cooperated with the JSPS, called on related organizations, and
submitted a formal collective request to keep the center in Cairo. At the same time, the JSPS asked Sophia
University to establish a center in Cairo to support the overseas activities of Japanese universities. The
president of the collective at that time was Prof. Masatoshi Kisaichi and the secretariat was myself. Sophia
University established their Cairo Research Center with the agreement of the collective, which is the
arrangement at present. It is actually quite difficult for a single university to maintain a base of operations
abroad, and it is quite unfortunate that the circumstances surrounding its establishment did not include the
succession of the person in charge on the JSPS side. But, it is surely and important step toward the future
growth of Sophia University.

| want to express my deepest appreciation to all the past directors of the JSPS Cairo center and now
Sophia University’s Cairo Research Center. | respectfully ask for the continuing cooperation of future
directors.
*k Affiliation in Egypt at that time: Asian Studies Scholarship student of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Japan

*k Affiliation in Japan at that time: Doctoral student, Graduate School of Sociology, the University of Toyo
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The Flow of Time: Changing People and a Changing Cairo
Masato liizuka (Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

The two times | lived in Cairo (1988-1990 and 1995-1996), Egypt was basically at peace. When the
Egyptian Army joined the multinational coalition in the Gulf War in early 1991, Egypt was rewarded with
economic investment from the West. The shortages of goods that had sometimes occurred since the eighties
quickly ended. The number of the restaurants serving Western cuisine increased dramatically. When | was
appointed Special Advisor to the Japanese Embassy in Egypt in May 1988, Mr. Yasushi Tonaga, Mr. Ko
Nakata, Mr. Masayuki Akahori, and Mr. Fumihiko Hasebe, all of whom had studied in Egypt, were my
peers. And Mr. Tetsuya Otoshi joined us in 1989.

During my second stay in Cairo, from 1995 to 1996, Ms. Manami Kondo may have been the only
Japanese graduate student in Cairo. But there was also Ms. Keiko Sakai, enrolled at the American University
of Cairo, and Waseda University and the Middle Eastern Culture Center in Japan had ongoing excavation
projects.

I first visited the Cairo center in January 1988. After first meeting director Kazuo Otsuka we
stayed in close contact until his death. When | was appointed at the Embassy of Japan, at the suggestion of
the late Prof. Tsugitaka Sato, | brought “Retrospective and Prospective Views of Japanese Historians: West
Asia and Africa 1949-85”, which had just been published in February of that year, as my gift to the Cairo
center. Center Director Nariaki Hanada, however, got the mistaken impression it was a gift from Prof. Sato
himself, not me. Director Shigeru Kamada was a former instructor of mine. He lived at the Cairo center in
1989, but | was quite busy with Embassy-related work and only saw him occasionally to bring him rare
treats, like Japanese rice.

For my stay in Cairo from 1995 to 1996, on the other hand, | was a researcher with free time, and |
visited the Cairo center once a month. Director Tadayoshi Kikuchi and Director Masatomo Kawamoto
treated me to dinner, along with Mr. Noboru Suzuki, Ms. Manami Kondo, and Ms. Kumiko Hanada, who
had graduated from the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and was a Japanese instructor at the Japan
Foundation at the time. We greatly enjoyed sharing our experiences with each other.

Time passes quickly. It has already been more than 20 years. Some people have passed away. |
hope that the Cairo center will continue to be a place for Japanese researchers living in Egypt to share
information and a place for interactions between Egyptians and Japanese forever.

*k Affiliation in Egypt at that time: Embassy of Japan in the Arab Republic of Egypt « Special Advisor
* Affiliation in Japan at that time: Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign

Studies, Research Associate
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MM FEIEAE & o 2 —RICIRIEFE —& People Stationed at JSPS Centers in Tehran and Ankara
@ VT T s o~ — (1965 4Rk E) The Japanese Institute of West Asian Studies (from 1965)

K4 URIE 11 ] G
KB K1 Morio Ohno 1966.3.16-1966.12.4 Tehran K~ WA - #id=
N Nakao Odani 1966.8.10-1967.2.27 Tehran HOR - 3C - B A
E & Minoru Yamada 1967.12.15-1968.3.31 Tehran BANK 3 - RFpeE
FH g Akira Ishii 1967.12.15-1968.4.30 Tehran RN - T - BhEdR
AW FEE Minobu Honda 1968.4.12-1969.4.18 Tehran K - 3C - B
HRE  #k5 Tetsuo Nawata 1969.4.1-1970.3.31 Tehran FHAR IS « SCH - GEAT
VeRE  =EPURR Keishiro Sato 1970.4.29-1970.8.17 Tehran ALK« 3C - Hfz
By mx Tsuneo Kuroyanagi 1971.1.20-1971.4.30 Tehran WK - 2t
AR e Eiichi Imoto 1971.4.20-1972.4.10 Tehran AR - Bz
KE EIT Yoshiyuki Sueo 1972.4.5-1973.2.22 Tehran BAVE R » 3T - Hdz
g B Takashi Soma 1973.4.1-1974.3.31 Tehran - BE
FH g Akira Ishii 1974.4.5-1975.4.4 Tehran FRNEK - T - BhEdR
P F Koichi Haneda 1975.11.15-1976.4.30 Tehran HAK - AA BT - BT
EL PN Setsuo Furusato 1975.4.1-1975.9.30 Tehran RHOK » 3 - BB HiER
M RER Jiro Ikeda 1975.5.7-1976.3.31 Tehran K - B -
TniE Fn Kazuhide Kato 1976.4.15-1977.3.31 Tehran HMER » 3 - Bh#d=
AH FEE Minobu Honda 1976.7.1-1976.12.31 Tehran HOR « 3T - A%
% 2 Akira Goto 1977.3.23-1978.3.31 Tehran FOR - HOCHE - B F
MRE 2T Tetsuo Nawata 1977.6.28-1977.9.22 Tehran REAK « 15T - Bh#R
N Morio Ohno 1978.5.1-1980.3.31 Tehran HR - BUSCHIF - #b%
MH EbHF Sachiko Murata 1978.3.22-1979.12.19 Tehran PRGN ZE B
B 1 T Koji Kamioka 1980.3.17-1980.7.9 Tehran BN K- AA B - Bh#E%

1980.8.20-1980.10.15
1981.3.25-1981.5.24
77 e Hiroshi Umemura 1982.1.31-1982.5.8 Ankara WHEE -2 Rx AT R_T V7 b
et % — - WA

MR Masao Mori 1982.3.2-1982.5.28 Ankara HR - SCH - #f%
AN N/ Hisao Komatsu 1982.4.24-1983.3.27 Ankara WK - 3C - RN
W Toru Horikawa 1983.3.21-1984.3.20 Ankara FNK - AR
i Bz Masayuki Yamauchi 1984.3.24-1985.3.23 Ankara K - #4 - DR
NN Koichiro Koyama 1985.3.14-1986.3.13 Ankara bR - 3T - B
33 Toshio Hayashi 1986.3.4-1986.9.16 Ankara HAY o Ml BESER
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o1 1 (1984 4% E) People Stationed JSPS Cairo Research Station (from 1984)

K4 URE I LS
i = Tsugitaka Sato 1984.8.18-1984.12.4 WKL Bh#d=
%k M Akira Goto 1985.9.2-1986.1.15 B RASC Bh#z
fEM A Susumu Fujita 1986.4.1-1987.3.31 AN KS Bh#d=
Kk Kazuo Otsuka 1987.4.20-1988.4.2 Ri& BF
fEH  FHK Nariaki Hanada 1988.3.25-1989.4.3 PR Bh#EUR
Hem % Shigeru Kamada 1989.3.25-1990.3.31 HORHVES LA Bh#d=
G5 - Keiji Okazaki 1990.3.25-1991.3.24 PR ESFRY: RAERERD
HK Ltk Kosuke Shimizu 1991.4.10-1992.4.9 RAONKRS Bz
Iy OEF Masataka Takeshita 1992.3.28-1993.4.6 R Bz
SN 1 Hiroshi Kato 1993.4.1-1994.4.3 —HEREEE AR
(| SEIE Yukimasa Yamada 1994.3.29-1995.4.1 WAL KT BhFE
Fgu R Tadayoshi Kikuchi 1995.3.26-1996.4.2 PURALKRST B
JIA IEA Masatomo Kawamoto 1996.3.25-1997.4.10 REEERTFRE Bz
TH B Ko Nakata 1997.4.1-1998.3.31 W KEE ¥
RiE &8 Eiji Nagasawa 1998.3.27-1999.4.3 W RFHRESALISERT Bh#d=
Kie ##h Tetsuya Otoshi 1999.4.1-2000.3.31 JUMRZFZICEER Bh#d%
dry AR Sumiyo Tsujimura 2000.4.1-2001.3.31 ELfERTA 7 7 i RoUesrsesr LRFREER
R EF] Syuji Hosaka 2001.4.1-2002.3.31 WEHEARPESCRE RS
M i Tetsuya Tanaka 2002.4.1-2003.3.31 RERRSERT NS B
FH LT Fumiko Hirai 2003.4.1-2004.3.31 LN PNE S S et T
N SN Haruo Kobayashi 2004.4.1-2005.9.30 FORFERTY HETFH Bz
W ERE Sadao Sakai 2005.10.1-2008.4.20 BERRY HEHR
K &= Yuji Oishi 2008.4.21-2011.3.31 TLFJIERS: 2%
ER/) %= So Hasegawa 2011.4.1-2015.3.31 B HRER AR BEMEIR
R &7 Naoko Fukami 2015.4.1- BAaHKRTA 2T — L 7eisrE BB R
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I learned that | would be assigned the important mission of organizing the 30" anniversary celebration for the JSPS Cairo center in
an e-mail | got from then director Hasegawa on 3rd March 2015. It said, “The 30" Anniversary celebration will be postponed,
perhaps to November, and so it will become a primary task for you”. Preparations for the 30" Anniversary had already begun
under director Hasegawa, and so with the support of the JSPS headquarters, the alumni association, the Japanese Embassy in
Egypt, and the JSPS Cairo center itself, we intend to move forward with the celebration, even if imperfectly.

I should note that as a researcher | have been deeply indebted to the JSPS for its Kakenhi grant-in-aid programs and its
Asian-African Science research programs. Still, working on JSPS public relations and managing the Cairo center have been quite
challenging for me as a researcher of Islamic Architectural History. | had been wondering how I can best contribute to the 30th
Anniversary celebration while residing in Cairo. When | visited Cairo at the end of 2014, Director Hasegawa gave me a list of the
former directors of the Cairo center. The names listed are those of researchers who have often given me their kind assistance. And
| heard from JSPS International Program Director Kato about how the JSPS West Asian regional center had moved from Tehran
to Ankara to Cairo. | eventually had the idea of putting together a 30-year history of the Cairo center with input from its former
directors.

I wish | had decided that earlier. | spent this summer doing survey work in Delhi and was busy preparing to present
my findings in the fall. So it wasn’t until early November that | asked the former directors for their submissions. The JSPS
headquarters provided a list of Japanese nationals who had been dispatched to its centers in other countries. Using that list, |
approached professors affiliated with the Tehran and Ankara centers. | also approached people affiliated with the Cairo center.
However, given that it was already December, my success was limited. | would like to thank the many people who kindly shared
their memories despite being asked at the last minute. Young disciples wrote manuscripts for the late directors. And Dr.
Yoshimura, Dr, Kameya and Ms. Sugimoto of Organization for Islamic Area Studies, Waseda University mediate the exchange
of mails for the late directors who don’t use e-mail.

Pictures of two of Prof. Hanada’s paintings are inside the front and back covers of this booklet. The front one is called
“Muhammad ‘Ali Mosque and the Market”, and the back one is called “Picking Cotton”. The sections titled “Egyptian Joint
Research” in “JSPS Programs for Japanese” and “Lectures, Other Events, and Publications” were written by Cairo center
administrative assistant Ms. Kazumi Bando. As | mentioned before, the JSPS headquarters provided the list of Japanese nationals
who had been dispatched to its centers in other countries. And the list of “Lectures and Events at the JSPS Cairo center (in
Japanese)” was compiled by Ms. Bando. | had originally intended for this publication to be in three languages: Japanese, English,
and Arabic. | regret to say that, due to time constraints, we have Arabic abridged versions of only two sections. For the English
translation Ms. Hagar and Ms. Maha who graduated the faculty of Japanese Language, Ein Shams University, Ms. Bando and |
translated the text from Japanese to English. Jeff Gedert, Waseda University translator and Mr. Michael Stark diligently reworded
our English translations. For the Arabic translation, Secretary Sabrin and last Ms. Maha had done from Japanese to Arabic and Mr.
Shawky, General Manager of Noon Center for the Arabic Language, reworded Arabic translations.

Preparing this booklet was a constant reminder of the many twists and turns in our fifty-year history of research and
interactions between the Middle East and Japan at the JSPS West Asian regional center. Ideally, this booklet would contain the
recollections of all affiliated individuals, and present them all in three languages. | hope some day a revised version of this booklet

will do that. And | hope that the Cairo center will be continue forever.
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